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Many keep their creative doors closed, intending to open the magic door post-retirement. But most of those doors
that could reveal singers, dancers, poets, and artists, rust so badly that they do not open ever. Yet, there are a few
who realize this and break the shackles to display their innate talents to the world outside. We proudly present
before you one such talent who has created her own space in the world of poetry.

Neethu Mohan
Marketing Department
Federal Bank

Aluva

Neethu was born in Ottappalam, Palakkad, to Mohandas who was an Army personnel, and Beena Kumari, a nurse
in a private hospital. Athul Mohan is her brother.

Neethu started writing poems and stories right when she was in the sixth grade at the Ottappalam Kendriya
Vidyalaya. She participated and won prizes at competitions held at school as well as outside school. It was in eighth
grade that she realized her prowess was in English poetry and stories. Then she started indexing the works she had
earlier written in rough papers, in notebooks.

After 12th, when she joined the Coimbatore Sree Krishna Arts and Science College for pursuing BBA, her reading
and writing developed in variety and depth.

In June 2012, Neethu joined the Federal Bank in the clerical cadre after campus recruitment. Did her writings take
a backstage while concentrating on other priorities at work? Never, says a confident Neethu. She found plenty of
time to play with words. Then who was the ‘villain’ that stopped her from writing poems? As soon as she joined
the bank, she got through JAIIB, which many see as difficult to tackle, and got promoted. During the interview, the
panelists were impressed by her in-depth knowledge of English and enquired if she would love to be part of the
corporate communication cell the bank was planning to form. Though she had no idea what her job profile would
be, as it was related to communication, she confidently agreed.

Thus, in August 2014, she joined the newly formed communication cell and was involved in all communications of
the bank like advertisements, e-mails, tweets, social media posts, and in-house magazines. Though in 2018, she got
transferred to Malappuram branch, and within a month she had to return to the Head Office to be part of its
broadcast and communication center. As she was fully involved in such creative writing at the bank, she decided
she would start writing her own poetries at will after retirement. After all, it is poetry in action for the bank
advertisements too.



Being married and mothering a baby too might have led her to change her priorities, muses Neethu. Still, she
published a collection of her poetries. How so?? That was purely coincidental. She got to attend a book fair under
the bank’s sponsorship. She met many writers and interacted with most of them. Their insights and ideas pulled
her out of her lethargy and thoughts of writing poetry after retirement. And she let the words flow freely, and thus
were born her poems afresh. She beamed with joy as she conveyed that those two days did the magic. As she
wrote poems after returning from the event, the idea of compiling them and her earlier poems struck her. But this
turned out to be a tedious job as all her poems were strewn all over many notebooks at her parental home. She
got her brother to send them to her at Aluva. Shortlisting from them and finding a publisher were easily done.

It was dream-come-true moment for Neethu when the book release of ‘The Nord’ was done by their bank’s MD by
handing it over to the bank’s Executive Director. Nord is a French word that means north. The subject reflecting in
the contents of the book relates to the subconscious thoughts on the goals and dreams of a man. Our forward path
is often decided by our goals. Understanding ‘The Nord’ motivate us on our journey towards our dreams.

The moments when the popular television journalist and author Barkha Dutt released this book online at an event
held at Rajkot and signed a copy of the book for Neethu, and when the Mathrubhoomi MD Shreyams Kumar got an
autographed copy of ‘The Nord’ from her, are so inspiring that she is quite excited and energized to write more.

Neethu is a Facebook certified digital marketing associate and presently dons the position of Senior Manager
dealing with the Federal Bank’s social media section of marketing department.

She is married to Kiran B M, an HR professional in the Kerala Grameen Bank. Their little princess, Mithra Kiran
turns three in April.

We wish that Neethu becomes a great writer, and be an inspiration to all those bankers waiting to open their
doors of creativity.



